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With his retirement as the nation's top spymaster, webster
leaves the CIA at a crossroads, no longer viewing all events
through the prism of the old East-West divide.

"We're pointed in the direction of the 1990s, substantially
different than the directions of the 1980s,'' webster said in a
television interview on Thursday. ""It's a good time, I think,
for sameone with same new ideas to came on board and a good time
to leave feeling good abaut it. '

President George Bush announced on Wednesday that webster,
67, was stepping down after four years. The white House said on
Thursday that Bush may take a week to nominate a successor.

""A strong nation requires a strong intelligence
organisatian,'' said Bush, himself cTA chief fram January 1976
to January 1977. The president praised Webster for carrying out
the "“single mission'" he had ordered: providing intelligence
without trying to shape policy.

‘ Bush's own caments highlighted questions about whether
Webster, never a member of Bush's inner circle, was being pushed
or was jumping. " “He has done a superb job,'' the president
said. I hate to see him go.'!'

Webster seemed to acknowledge that Samething or samebody had
been nudging him out, but declined to spell it aut.

I think it's inevitable that Sarecne in this position is
going to have soame ducks nibbling,'' he said in a television
interview. "'I tried to overlook that. You never like it, but
you have it.'!

Whoever succeeds Webster will have to chart a new course in
a world no longer driven by the Cold war. The next CIA chief
must also cope with a Qongress apparently bent an a sweeping
overhaul of the 30 billion dollars-a-year intelligence cammunity
budget.

The House of Representatives and Senate Intelligence
Camittees are studying legislation that would streamline the

The collapse of the Soviet military threat and demise of the
Warsaw Pact in the past two years deprived the U.S. intelligence
cammunity of the nemesis that drove it since the CIA was
established in 1947.
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